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FOSTER SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 

The 2015 testing marked the first administration of the PARCC assessments and provides a baseline about 

our progress toward a full transition to the new learning standards (the Common Core State Standards).  As 

with NECAP testing in the past, the early administrations of the test have typically shown results that are 

lower than with previous standardized tests. The district will continue its focus on rigor, critical thinking and 

problem solving.   

 

Like those of the state as a whole and of other participating states, our results are not yet where we want 

them to be.  Although the results do not provide a complete picture of our students, they do provide a 

measure of a baseline, a starting point, against rigorous expectations that inform parents and educators.  

 

While we are not satisfied with our students’ performance on the PARCC, we should consider the PARCC in 

the context of other standardized scores when considering year-to-year performance. A review of SAT 

(Scholastic Aptitude Test) scores in our high school and across the state over the past 20 years shows fairly 

consistent performance for the past two decades with marginal changes (generally a couple of percentage 

points) up or down from year-to-year. In contrast, the change from the NECAP to the PARCC resulted in 

approximately a 50% decline in English Language Arts and Mathematics across schools in our district and in 

our state. This does not mean that our students are performing significantly lower from last year to this year. 

The PARCC is a different assessment that is based on different standards, with different emphases and 

different rigor than the NECAP. Although, the NECAP and PARCC scores are not comparable from year-to-

year we take this year’s results seriously. 

 

Our students’ performance on the PARCC assessment shows that we have more work to do to make all our 

students competitive with students in our state, country, and the world. We will continue to align our 

curriculum, instruction, and local assessments to the Common Core State Standards to meet the learning 

needs of all our students and align our practices with the standards being assessed on the PARCC. Our 

teachers, support staff and administrators have and will continue to work diligently to enhance our school 

system and meet student needs.   

 

Our teachers will analyze the PARCC results over the coming weeks and months as part of an ongoing 

process of professional development.  The Rhode Island Department of Education will be providing data 

analysis workshops, scheduled to begin in December for our educators and educators across the state.  

With every year that our students are taught using these new learning standards, we expect our curriculum 

and instruction will become more closely aligned with the standards. As this work progresses, we fully 

expect that the scores will rise.   

 

It is important to note that we are required to have a 95% participation rate on state assessments. Across 

the state and in our district a number of students did not take the PARCC assessment. Because 

participation in our district was below the 95% threshold CIP may be negatively impacted on future school 

accountability measures. 

 

As per state and local policy we use multiple data sources to determine if our students have demonstrated 

the knowledge and skills needed for graduation. We do not make judgements about student performance on 

one assessment. The PARCC is one data source and does not provide a complete picture of how prepared 

our students are for college and careers. We are focused on developing 21st century skills and work habits 
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and we will continue to develop critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, perseverance, and the ability to 

work on a team in our students. We will also continue to increase rigor and expand opportunities for our 

students to be prepared to earn industry certifications and engage in college level coursework in our 

secondary schools. With the help and continued support of our parents and community we will continue to 

enhance our schools in order to provide all our students with a high-quality education that develops students 

strong in mind, strong in body, and strong in character.  

 

RESULTS: 
 Captain Isaac Paine School performed better than the state average on the math 

assessments. 
 

 Captain Isaac Paine School performed just below the state average on the ELA assessment. 
 

 Captain Isaac Paine School had fewer students perform at the lowest level than the state 
average on all assessments. 
 

 Individual student reports for students in grades 3-8 will be mailed to districts in December. 
 
A student’s overall scores in English language arts and mathematics are based on a 1-5 performance level:  
 Level 5: Exceeded expectations 
 Level 4: Met expectations 
 Level 3: Approached expectations 
 Level 2: Partially met expectations 
 Level 1: Did not yet meet expectations 
 
Students performing at levels 4, and 5 met or exceeded expectations, and have demonstrated readiness for 
the next grade level and, ultimately, are on track for college and careers. 
 
English Language Arts 

 %  
Tested 

%  
Level 1 

%  
Level 2 

%  
Level 3 

%  
Level 4 

%  
Level 5 

%  
Levels 4 & 5 

CIP 93 5.6 23.1 34.3 33.6 3.5 37.1 

State 95 14.7 20.0 27.8 33.5 4.0 37.5 

 
Mathematics 

 %  
tested 

%  
Level 1 

%  
Level 2 

%  
Level 3 

%  
Level 4 

%  
Level 5 

%  
Levels 4 & 5 

CIP 93  10.5 29.4 27.3 30.1 2.8 32.9 

State 96 14.1 25.6 30.2 27.2 3.0 30.2 

 
The complete public report is available on RIDE’s website at 
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-
Standards/Assessment/PARCC/2015%20PARCC%20Rhode%20Island%20Teaching%20and%20Learning
%20Results%20Report.pdf  

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/PARCC/2015%20PARCC%20Rhode%20Island%20Teaching%20and%20Learning%20Results%20Report.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/PARCC/2015%20PARCC%20Rhode%20Island%20Teaching%20and%20Learning%20Results%20Report.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/PARCC/2015%20PARCC%20Rhode%20Island%20Teaching%20and%20Learning%20Results%20Report.pdf

