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Foster School District  
Foster, Rhode Island  
Face Covering Policy 

I. PURPOSE 
 

The COVID 19 Pandemic may require extraordinary action or protocols to keep the school 
community safe and facilitate orderly education of our students. The Foster School Committee 
is committed to maintaining a safe and healthy environment for students, staff, and their 
families. Pursuant to RI General Laws 16-2-9, 16-2-9.1 and 16-2-18, the School Committee 
has the responsibility to enforce applicable Federal and State laws, Executive Orders, rules 
and regulations, best practices and guidelines set forth from the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC), Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) and RI Department of Health (RIDOH) 
for face coverings.  
 
A written memo to Superintendents from the Rhode Island Chapter of American Academy of 
Pediatrics stated: “Rhode Island pediatricians ask for your support of the following measures: 
…2) Universal masking. A significant portion of the student population is not eligible for 
COVID vaccination at this time, so universal masking protects the unvaccinated and reduces 
transmission of the virus, which is most important given the continued concerns for variants 
such as the Delta variant that are more easily spread among children, adolescents and 
adults.” 
 
Similarly, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and RIDOH recently updated 
their guidance to recommend universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and 
visitors, regardless of vaccination status. In a recent letter to School Committee and District 
leaders, the Director of the RI Department of Health stated: “The public health guidance is 
clear: to prevent the widespread transmission of COVID-19, both vaccinated and unvaccinated 
people in schools must be wearing masks.”  
 
On August 19th the Governor signed Executive Order Executive Order 21-87 which states: 
“LEAs that have not adopted a universal indoor masking requirement shall be required to 
abide by a universal indoor masking protocol developed by the Rhode Island Department of 
Health (RIDOH). The RIDOH protocol shall require universal indoor masking by all students 
(age 2 and older), staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools.”  
 
II. FACE COVERINGS WORN IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

The following policy will be in place while the state is requiring, or strongly recommending, that 
all students wear face coverings. Masks will be required for all students, employees, and 
school visitors at Captain Isaac Paine School. When the state is not requiring or strongly 
recommending all students wear face coverings then masks will not be required. Food service 
staff must follow any RIDOH mandates that may supersede this policy. At a minimum, this 
policy will be reviewed every three months during the 2021-2022 school year.  
Face coverings, when utilized, shall at a minimum include: 

 cover nose and mouth and be secured under the chin, and 

 fit snugly against the side of your face with no gaps, and 

 may not have exhalation valves or vents. 
  
RIDOH will continue to quarantine individuals based on close contacts of any positive case in 
collaboration with school officials. 
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Masks are optional at recess.   
 
If the Governor or RIDOH issue mandates that conflict with this policy, those mandates will 
supersede this policy. Communication of any changes will be made to families, students, and 
school committee members whenever a change is made. 
 

III. BUSING AND STUDENT TRANSPORTATION 
 

When bussing students: 

 Where possible, household members should sit together in the same seat. 

 Students using the bus are scheduled as a stable group.  

 Students shall wear face coverings as required by federal and or state law. 

 Bus personnel should continue to have seating charts with assigned student seats 
as much as possible to assist with case investigation and contact tracing if needed. 

 To the extent feasible, the same group of students should be assigned to the same 
bus every day. Students should be encouraged to ride the same bus to and from 
school whenever possible. 

 Windows should be opened to improve ventilation when it does not create a safety 
hazard. 

 

IV. EXCEPTIONS TO FACE MASK REQUIREMENTS 

 

The following categories of people shall be exempt from any universal face masking: 

 Children under the age of 2 years. 

 A person with a disability who cannot wear a mask, or cannot safely wear a mask, 
because of a disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. 
12101 et seq.). Also, in carrying out this policy, the administration shall apply, as 
appropriate, rules, regulations and requirements of Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 USC 794), Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (42 USC 12131-12134) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 
USC 1400, et seq) all as amended from time to time as well as any other applicable 
laws, rules and regulations. 

 A person for whom wearing a mask would create a risk to workplace health, safety, 
or job duty as determined by the relevant workplace safety guidelines or federal 
regulations.  

 

V. DEVELOPMENT OF PROTOCOL  
  

The Superintendent of Schools shall develop a protocol to facilitate this policy.  
This protocol should include: (1) public facing efforts to educate students, families, staff and 
other third parties around the need to wear face coverings; and (2) other actions to support 
the staff, students and families to promote healthy and safe decisions for students. 
 

First Reading: August 24, 2021 

Approved: September 28, 2021 

Amended: September 28, 2021 

 

 


